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A Reformed Understanding of Attributes
of Church in Its Relation to Charismata
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Since Calvin advocated a cessationist view regarding charismata, a
Reformed discussion on it had been generally stagnating. The rise of
Pentecostalism and the charismatic movement in the last century, however, has
provided an occasion to reconsider the role of charismata in pneumatology as
well as in ecclesiology. In this article, an attention has been given to the
relationship between attributes of church and charismata from the Reformed
perspective. These attributes are presented in the order of apostolicity,
catholicity, unity, and holiness. First, apostolicity is closely related to the
definition of charismata. In its basic definition, charismata cannot be imagined
apart from the gift of salvation provided to the church in the form of gospel.
Since Jesus had commissioned his apostles to spread the gospel and defend its
truth regarding salvation, apostolicity cannot be defined apart from charismata
in its relation to salvation. Secondly, catholicity is related to the origin of
charismata. Out of his fullness, the risen Christ, provides them in their
diversity to the church so that there might be no lack in her growth toward the
fullness of Christ. In this way, charismata are not only originated from the
fullness of Christ, but they enhance the catholicity. Thirdly, unity is related to
the function of charismata. Their proper function can be explained in terms of
an edification of the church. It is necessary to have charismata in order to
maintain and promote the unity in the church. Fourthly, holiness is closely
related to the result of charismata. A proper exercise of charismata not only
produces unity but also holiness as the church grows towards Christ in his
fullness. In other words, holiness, understood in terms of task assigned to the
church, can be confirmed and increased as the result of the proper exercise of
charismata.
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